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An Interfaith Ministry Program for the Coming Age

| was a hidden treasure and yearned to be known. - Hadith Qudsi

Make Your Life Your Ministry!
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Program Description

In 2009,The Tree of Life Interfaith Seminary was created as a natural outgrowth from the study
and curriculum of the various spiritual studies courses offered at The Tree of Life School for
Sacred Living. The mission of the seminary is to provide a new vision of ministry for the coming
age and to offer a systematic methodology through which participants may realize, cultivate and
offer their unique divine gifts in service to the greater good. Unlike other seminary programs
around the countryhe Tree of Life Interfaith Seminary moves deeply into not only the reasons

why we engage in daily practices of prayer and meditation, but also in@zhthe to©f giving

yourself fully to this life-enriching process.

Come fly with us on this journey to the Divine.



Vision

Experience the Divine asE

The Body of all Creation
The Heart of All Faith Traditions
The Soul of Each Person

Instead of asking, OTo what religion should | belong?0
Ask, OWhat does God want from my life?0

Discover Your Unique Inner Treasure

*Celebrate the awareness that each of us is a treasure and that we each have a unique part to play

in the divine plan only we can play.

*Explore a systematic methodology within which you may discover and cultivate your inner

treasure through prayer, meditation and spiritual practice.

*Enjoy encouragement and support to offer your treasure, your vision of ministry, in service to
19%

the greater good.

Explore the World's Major Faith Traditions

*Experience the many ways we pray to one God.

*Enjoy presentations from speakers representing various faith traditions.



Receive Training in Ministerial Duties
& Spiritual Leadership

*Learn how to create sacred space, deliver worship services and perform weddings, memorial

services and baby blessings.

*Study the key components of spiritual leadership.

*Explore your unique role as pastoral mentor in a spiritual community.



Seminary Course Schedule

Core Curriculum: Treasure Map
for Your Personal Journey

The Core Curriculum: Treasure Map for Your Personal Journey offers a
systematic process whereby you may discover, cultivate and prepare to offer
your unique inner treasure in service to the greater good.

Year 1: Preparations offers training in how to create a spiritual practice calling upon models

from a variety of faith traditions. You'll explore numerous forms of meditation and prayer and
examine the process of co-creating with the Creator through the interplay of personal will and
divine surrender. You'll receive detailed guidance on how to create a spiritual practice that
resonates with your inner knowing, deal with obstacles as they arise and, ultimately, how to
become an alchemist turning the challenges of life into the gold of the journey. Welcome to the
treasure's crucible.

Year 2: Create Your Vision of Ministry provides a methodology whereby you may integrate

the gold of the journey, the joys as well as the challenges, as necessary and critical components
of your personal ministry character and vision. You'll be offered opportunities for alchemy, to
polish your inner treasure, by transforming patterns that no longer serve. And, as you clarify your
personal vision of ministry and prepare for its manifestation, you'll be supported to offer it as an
expression of beauty, in service. Finally, to supplement your ministry vision, you'll be trained in
the basic duties of clergy as well as in the components of spiritual leadership and mentoring.
Welcome to the Path of Crow.

Treasure Map for Your Personal Journey

Year 1: Preparations
Part 1. Redefining Ministry in the Coming Age
Module 1: Crow: Sacred Guide to the Inner Realms.
Module 2: Forging a New Spiritual Vision of Ministry
Part 2: Entering the Treasure's Crucible: Spiritual Practice
Module 3: Spiritual Practice N The Direct Path
Module 4: Obstacles to Spiritual Practice
Module 5: Strategies for Working with Obstacles
Module 6: Will and Surrender N Flying Nowhere



Part 3: Navigating the Inner Landscape: Tools for Excavating

Module 7: Prayer N Coming Barefoot to the Edge
Module 8: Meditation N Stepping Deep
Module 9: Overview of Different Forms of Meditation
Module 10: Guidelines for Creating a Spiritual Practice

Part 4: Hearing the Cry of the Soul: A Closer Look at the Treasure
Module 11: Sensing the Treasure of Your Heart
Module 12: The Call to Joy N Becoming Alive
Module 13: How Challenge Creates Beauty N Turning Metal to Gold
Module 14: Following the Impulse N Being the Treasure

For each Module of Study in both Year 1 and Year 2, there will be homework assignments in
addition to the required reading.!'These assignments will be given each month to be completed
for sharing and check-off by the next seminary class meeting.!If you need to miss a class, you are
responsible for acquiring that classOs notes and assignments.

Your homework is due, in one zip file, within the week prior to each seminary class
meeting.!Your work will be reviewed and returned with any comments before the next
homework module is due.!Please bring a copy of your homework to class for sharing.

All assigned homework for each Module of Study in Year 1 must be handed in for check off in
order to proceed to the second year of study.!All homework assignments for all modules must be
completed to me requirements for graduation and ordination.

Treasure Map for Your Personal Journey

YEAR 2: Create Your Vision of Ministry
Part 5: Uncovering the Treasure:

Excavating Your Personal Ministry Vision

Module 15: How Your Personal Journey Imprints Your Ministry Vision
Module 16: Charting Your Ministry Character
Module 17: How Your Spiritual Beliefs Help to Create Your Ministry Vision
Module 18: Charting Your Ministry Guiding Principles

Part 6: Polishing the Treasure: Becoming Brilliant
Module 19: Healing and Transforming Patterns That Do Not Serve
Module 20: Releasing into Freedom through Forgiveness
Module 21: Cultivating Single-Pointed Courage
Module 22: Living From an Open Heart



Part 7: Offering the Treasure: Creating Your Personal Ministry Blueprint
Module 23: Clarifying Your Personal Vision of Ministry
Module 24: Creating a Workable Flight Plan for Your Direct Path to God
Module 25: Communicating Your Vision to Others N Building a Support System
Module 26: Managing Time and Enjoying Self-Care

Part 8: Basic Skills for Ministers

Module 27: Creating Sacred Space N Effective Worship Experiences
Module 28: Creating and Officiating a Wedding Ceremony
Module 29: Creating Grave Side, Memorial Services & Baby Blessings
Module 30: Leading & Mentoring a Spiritual Community

For each module of study, participants will have assigned reading from module handouts by Rev.
Stephanie Rutt as well as from books from well-known authors from a variety of faith traditions.
Each module will have written homework assignments, primarily in the form of reflection
guestions, drawn from the month's reading assignments.

Spiritual Practice: The Treasure's Crucible

Spiritual practice is the treasure's crucible, the cave from which our inner treasure is excavated.
Following the conclusion of Module 10: Guidelines for Creating a Spiritual Practice, participants
will be prepared to begin and to maintain a spiritual practice a minimum of five times a week and
to keep a Spiritual Journal documenting the experience. This Journal may be created in such a
way as to most deeply express the journey b through narratives, drawings, poems, recorded
movement B whatever venue most resonates with the participant and the process.

All students must complete and turn in their Journal, to be handed in at the end of each year and
checked off for completion.

The Spiritual Practice Journal must be checked off for completion at the end of Year 1 to
proceed to the second year of study. The second year Spiritual Practice Journal must also be
check off for completion to meet requirements for graduation and ordination.

All Year 1 study and spiritual practice assignments must be completed in order to proceed to the
second year of study.! All assignments for Year 2 must be completed to meet the requirements
for graduation and ordination.!



Study of the World's Major Faith Traditions

Many are the ways we pray to one God. Participants will choose eight religions, at least one from
each of the religion categories below, to research. Papers on the world's religions will be
assigned monthly over an eight-month period and will include a review of historical orientation,
beliefs and practices and a personal reflection of application to daily living. An extensive list of
recommended books will be provided as possible resources.
Ancient Religions
Zoroastrianism
Rastafarianism
Chinese & Japanese Religions
Confucianism
Taoism
Shinto
Native & Earth Based Religions
Wiccan
Shamanism
Abrahamic Religions
Judaism
Christianity
Islam & Sufism
Eastern Religions
Hinduism
Jainism
Buddhism
Modern Religions
BahaOi
Church of Christ Scientists
Religious Science
Quakers
Shakers
Unitarian Universalists
Scientology

3-5 page papers must include the following:
Basic Facts:

¥IThe faith traditionOs view of God or a Supreme Being



Personal Reflection:

experience?!!!

Please bring your papers to share in class.! If you are unable to attend a class, please send your
paper in ahead so it may be record completion.

Each of the required papers will be checked off for completion on the month it is due.! All Year
1 papers must be completed to proceed to the second year of study.! All papers must be
completed to meet requirements for graduation and ordination.



Tuition

Tuition Payment Guidelines

Application Fee: $75 before June™1$95 after June®1 non-refundable
Year 1: $1600
Year 2: $1600
Graduation Fee: $100 (Paid at End of Year 2)
Three Payment Options:
Option 1: Paid in Full by September 1st of Year 1 - Regular Tuition: $3200

Option 2: Paid in Four Payments: September 1st and January 1st of Year 1 & Year 2
Regular Tuition Plus 5% = $3360 ($840 per Payment)

Option 3: Paid in Eight Payments: September 1st, November 1st, January 1st,
March 1st of Year 1 & Year 2.
Regular Tuition Plus 10% = $3520 ($440 per Payment)

For every student registered in The Tree of Life Interfaith Seminary!program, we!donate $250 to the
Smile Train...so every child may smile!

monies already paid for time not yet received in the program D prorated on a monthly fee basis.!
Absolutely no refunds will be given for monies paid for time already received in the program.

| understand and agree to the above:

Signature:



Application

Instructions:

1) Please type or print clearly, completing all information.

2) Please submit with your application and non-refundable application fee a short essay, 1-3
pages, as to what has drawn you to be a part of this seminary class and what your hopes are for
this experience.

3) If new to Tree of Life, please submit a 4x6 headshot photo of yourself for our records.

4) After receipt of all application materials, we will review your application and you will be
contacted by a member of our staff to schedule an interview which can be conducted by
telephone or in person.

5) Mail Application packet to: Tree of Life School for Sacred Living, 5 Northern Blvd, Unit 8,
Ambherst, NH 03031 or email application to amyb@treeoflifenh.com and forward essay, photo
and application fee separately to address above.

6) Application available to download at http://www .tolinterfaithtemple .org

APPLICATION FEE:

EARLY REGISTRATION: RECEIVED BY JUNE %', $75

REGULAR REGISTRATION: SUBMITTED AFTER JUNE £', $95

Payable by check or money order to The Tree of Life School for Sacred Living, LLC.

Completed application must be received by our office by Monday, Aug. 30, 2010.

The extended deadline date for non-local applicationds Friday, Sept. 3, 2010.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

CELL PHONE

OCCUPATION

BIRTHDATE:!!l MONTH I DAY I YEAR (optional)

| WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FOLLOWING CLASS FORMAT:

Option 1 - Monthly Workshop Format meetinty Saturday of each month, 9 a.m. B 5 p.m.



Option 2 - Three and a Half Days Workshop Format meeting 3 times a year. 6 p.m. B 9 p.m. first
day, 9 a.m. B 5 p.m. 3 following days. Sept., Jan., & May of each year.

PAYMENT: | WISH TO PAY:

IN FULL by September 1 $3,200.00
4 EQUAL PAYMENTS OF $840 in Sept., & Jan. of Each Year:
8 EQUAL PAYMENTS OF $440 in Sept., Nov., Jan., & Mar. of Each Year:

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION:
| have enclosed, or will forward, letters of recommendation from the following:

Personal Reference: (Name)
(Address)
(Phone)
Professional Reference: (Name)
(Address)
(Phone)

1) HOW DID YOU LEARN ABOUT THE TREE OF LIFE INTERFAITH SEMINARY
PROGRAM?

2) HOW HAS YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH PERSONAL GROWTH WORK
(COUNSELING/THERAPY, SPIRITUAL PRACTICE, ETC.) SUPPORTED YOUR LIFE
AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH? (PLEASE ATTACH AN EXTRA SHEET IF NECESSARY)

3) PLEASE ATTACH A RESUME OR DESCRIPTION OF YOUR WORK AND
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY

4) HAVE YOU EVER BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF ANY FELONY CHARGES OR ETHICAL
VIOLATIONS, OR ARE THERE ANY SUCH CHARGES PENDING AGAINST YOU?

NO YES (If you answered Yes to question 5, you must attach an additional sheet
explaining the circumstances in order to be considered for admission.)

Thank Youl!




Come Learn More about the New
Tree of Life Interfaith Seminary Program!

As the Crow Flies:
Discover Your Direct Path to God.

In our program, you will step into a journey to...

* Discover and cultivate your Divine purpose - your unique role in the Divine plan

* Learn to create spiritual practices that remove self-imposed obstacles and support the
fruition of your life's purpose & destiny

* Explore the common heartbeat resounding throughout the world's major faith traditions

* Become a legally ordained interfaith minister - living your life as your ministry
Informational Meetings will be offered on the following dates:

Sunday, March 14, 5:00 p.m.
Friday, April 16, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 17, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 12, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, July 14, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, August, 14, 10:00 a.m.

If you cannot make a Information Meeting but would like to discuss, please call or e-mail
603-546-2320, amyb@treeoflifenh.com & we will be happy to answer all your questions.

Get your questions answered and receive an information packet. Please RSVP, by the day prior
to the Informational Meeting you wish to attend, by contacting Amyngb@treeoflifenh.com
or by calling 603-546-2320. Space in the program is limited so early inquiry is encouraged!

For more information, please visit our websitevatw.tolinterfaithtemple.org

All who seek to better know themselves, to know the Divine
and to encourage othersO journeys are invited to attend.
Looking forward to seeing you land at our gathering!



